








  

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE HISTORY of NILES, OHIO  

The Salt Springs (1750-1778) 

 In the early 1750’s, Native Americans and white men would travel to an 

area between Niles and Mineral Ridge known as the Salt Springs. This 

area had a springs, or small pond, that bubbled up from the ground. 

Settlers came in their canoes to collect water, and take it home with 

them. They would boil the water. Once the water was gone, only the salt 

was left. They would use it to preserve, or keep safe, their meat. It was a 

very valuable natural resource for them. 

Through the years, the white man and Native Americans who lived there 

had several disagreements over how the white men had misused some of 

the Native Americans supplies. A fight and trial occurred to try to settle 

the disagreement. 

For many years, people would travel to this area to visit the springs. The 

first road in Trumbull County led to the Salt Springs. Reuben Harmon, 

the first settler in Weathersfield Township, bought the Salt Springs 

property. He settled there with his wife and eight children.  The first 

records, begun in 1801, show he was the only taxpayer. This time, the 
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springs are covered by unused train tracks.   

The Western Reserve  (1788-1805) 

In the 1770’s, many states along the Atlantic Ocean bought land far away 

from where they were. The state of Connecticut bought a huge part of 

land that is now known as northeast Ohio. The leaders hoped people 

would go there to settle and build homes and farms. However, as of 

1788, only one piece of land, the Salt Springs, had been bought. On July 

10, 1800, Trumbull County was created. James Heaton, a pioneer from 

another state far away- Virginia- bought his first piece of land from 

Joseph Howland, in 1805, in the area known then as the Western 

Reserve. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heaton’s Furnace (1802-1842) 

James Heaton and his brother Daniel came to this area in 1802 from 

Virginia. They built a pig iron plant (a factory that used iron ore from the 

ground, heated it, and turned it into another form so it could be used for 

different things) in Poland Township in the Western Reserve in 1802. 

In 1806, James wanted to set up his own settlement. He moved to an area 

near the Mosquito Creek, north of the Mahoning River (by Giant Eagle- 
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on Robbins Ave./Vienna Ave.). He built a dam (a wall to hold back water 

and raise the water level) to change where the water flowed. This water 

turned the water wheel for his grist mill (a place where grain is ground 

and used for bread.)  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was the first business in this new settlement. In 1812, he built a 

blast furnace in the area. Named after his daughter, James Heaton called 

this plant (that used a ‘blast’ of hot air to help melt iron from below) the 

Maria Furnace. The furnace would get very hot, and settlers from miles 

around could see the glow from the furnace. They began to call this area 

‘Heaton’s Furnace’.  

James Heaton was a very wise man. He could see that this new 

settlement could grow to become a community with a little help. So, he 

drew a map for the community, dividing it into 54 pieces of land called 

‘lots’. He set aside lots for churches and a school. William McKinley, Sr. 

bought lot #20.  

Mr. Heaton greatly admired a man from Baltimore, Maryland: Hezekiah 

Niles. Mr. Niles, a newspaper editor, was someone who believed that 

slavery was a terrible thing. So Heaton decided to call this new 

settlement ‘Nilestown’, in Mr. Niles’ honor. Several years later, the US 

Post Office shortened it to Niles. 
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Mr. Heaton was a businessman in Niles for many years. He retired in 

1830. His son, Warren, took over all of the family businesses until he 

died in 1842.  

While James Heaton was a city leader, many important ‘firsts’ took place: 

1. 1801- 1st mail delivery 

2. 1834- 1st school built (on property of Christian Church) 

3. 1834- Community divided into lots.  

4. 1837- 1st hotel opened.  

5. 1840- Records show 3 churches. 

Because he did so much for Niles, James Heaton is thought of as a 

‘Founding Father,’ because he was one of our first leaders to help our 

community grow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Milltown  ( 1841-1872) 

With the death of Warren Heaton, Niles’ businesses again changed. In 

1841, three men from England- James Ward, his brother William Ward, 

and Thomas Russell- brought a new kind of factory to Niles. In England, 

iron was made a different way: ‘puddling’ furnaces. They produced over 

28 tons of iron each day. That was more than any other company west of 

Pittsburgh. The company was very successful and made a great deal of 

money.   
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James Ward, Sr., was shot in 1864, and his son, James Ward, Jr. took 
over the Ward family businesses, adding other companies to the 
family businesses. A new source of iron was was found under coal 
deposits in Mineral Ridge. The Civil War created a need for bullets, 
guns, etc. This extra need created even more business for the Ward 
firms. More orders for iron meant that the businesses would be 
hiring more men to work in the plants. As more men were hired, 
more families moved into Niles, where now, more houses were 
being built. The city of Niles was growing very quickly.  

There were other businesses in Niles that were also very successful 
at that time. Some of those included Globe Foundry, Niles Boiler 
Works, and Niles Firebrick Co. (built by John Thomas in 1872). 
Firebrick is the type of brick used in fireplaces so that wood could 
burn and the excessive heat didn’t harm the brick. Not using 
firebrick could cause a fire in the home, so people needed firebrick. 
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Niles - (1872-1900) 

From 1872 to the late 1890’s, Niles had many businesses grow; 
however, there were also businesses that failed. Failed businesses 
mean people were out of work. But it seemed that as quickly as one 
business would fail, another would open up to replace it. This 
change of businesses also changed the number of people living in 
Niles.  

1870-3,000 
1890-4,289 
1900-7,468 

While many of Niles’ businesses were changing, other modern 
services were also being added to make its citizens’ lives better: 

1.1856- 1st railroad built 
2. 1864- Niles becomes a village 
3. 1866- 1st Mayor- H.H. Mason, is elected 
4. 1871- 1st high school is built (the most beautiful in the county)  
5- 1886- 1st phone service is set up. 
6. 1887- 1st sidewalks for businesses are built. 
7- 1897- Most city streets are paved. 
8- 1895- Light department is established. 
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Early Settlers in Niles  

Imagine being one of the first ‘settlers’ to live in Niles. You may have 
come from as close as Pennsylvania, or as far as Connecticut. Your 
family probably packed all of their things in a covered wagon, which 
may have been pulled by a pair of horses, or cattle, or even oxen. 
Your mother would be riding on the seat, but unless you were very 
young- four years old or younger-you would have been walking 
along side of the wagon! Hopefully, you would have a pair of boots 
on your feet, but most likely, a pair of moccasins. You might travel 
anywhere from 3 to 9 miles a day. Settlers took very good care of the 
animals, stopping to rest them, and getting them food and water. 
They would be needed to help once the family arrived where they 
were headed. Some mothers may have been carrying babies in their 
aprons all of that way. Most paths were dirt roads, some with deep 
ruts on them from earlier wagons, and traveling on them would not 
be easy, whether or not you were walking or riding in a wagon. 

 

    

 

The first thing your family would do is clear the land, removing all 
the trees and bushes, so your crops could be planted. This was more 
important than building a cabin. The most important thing for each 
family was survival, and to survive, you had to have food for the 
winter for yourselves and your animals.  
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So planting the crops was VERY important. During the day, the boys 
might be helping their fathers clear the land, plant the crops, and 
then build a cabin. The girls would help prepare the meals, carry 
water, care for younger children, make candles, churn butter, and 
many other jobs. 

                            

 

At night, you would sleep on the ground under the stars until the 
cabin is built. Once built, the cabin most likely only had one room. If 
you were ‘rich’, you might have a ladder that went upstairs for the 
bedroom. Glass was very expensive, so windows of glass were very 
rare. Boys may spend part of their time putting grease on paper to 
cover the windows. Blankets may be used at first to cover the 
windows and doors. Imagine waking up to rain, snow, or even an 
animal who may have wandered in for warmth! 
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After your chores were done during the day, children still may have 
had jobs to do. Often, they would fill the cracks between the logs 
with mud and moss, and smooth the inside walls. Boys may help 
building a floor, making 3 legged stools, or help make other 
furniture, using the logs from the trees they had cut down. 

What would you do for fun? Sometimes, new neighbors would have a 
house raising (when adults would work together to help build a 
home faster), or you would visit your neighbors, or help them finish 
their work. There were few books, and very few people could read, 
anyway. You just wouldn’t have time during your busy days or 
nights. You didn’t go to school. If you did learn the alphabet, your 
mother probably taught you. There was no electricity, so most 
people went to bed when the sun went down.  

Early Education 

In 1844, the first school was built behind the site of the McKinley 
Memorial (now where the First Christian Church is). A small white 
building, it was called the Little White School. It had 2 very long 
benches that went from one side of the school to about 12 inches 
from the door. In front of each of the rows was a slanted shelf, which 
acted as the students’ desk. Boys sat on one side, and girls sat on the 
other side. In the middle of the room was a raised desk, where the 
teacher sat. There was a small blackboard, and also a small cast iron 
stove, which heated the school. 
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Students would learn Math, Reading, Spelling, and something similar 
to Public Speaking. Students were expected to work quietly without 
disturbing each other. If you did misbehave, you would sit on a stool 
in the corner, wearing a ‘dunce’ hat. Books were very expensive, so 
there were not many: students would have to share them, and pass 
them on to younger brothers or sisters. They also would use 
something called a hornbook- a small piece of slate with a handle on 
the bottom. They would write their work on it, show it to their 
teacher, then erase it and use it again. There was no cafeteria, so 
children would either go home for lunch, or bring their lunch to 
school in a small pail. Teachers would get to know their students 
and their families very well. Since they were paid very little, they 
could not afford to have their own homes, so they would spend a 
week at a time living with each child’s family!  Schools were very 
different back then.  

William McKinley attended the Little White School, but his father did 
not like the one room school house idea. When William was 9 or 10, 
his father moved the family to Poland, where the schools had 
separate rooms for each grade. 
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Niles  (1900- 1950) 

The first thirty years of the 20th Century again provided many jobs 
for Niles workers. In 1900, many iron and now steel plants were 
working very steadily. They did well until  the end of World War I 
(1919).  Again, Niles saw the opening and closing of plants, which 
meant for some, men were out of work, and sometimes lost their 
homes. Two famous Niles businessmen, J.D.Waddell (Empire Mill), 
and W.A. Thomas (the Thomas Mill), ran plants that kept Niles men 
working every day. 

By 1930, the population of Niles was 16,314. Some businesses were 
Ohio Oxygen, Niles Steel Products (later Republic Steel), The Stanley 
Works, and Niles Car (which made electric cars). 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Niles  (1950-2000)  

In the last part of the 20th century, Niles saw that many small 
businesses of the same kind were put together. Until the 1970’s, that 
worked well. After that, many large steel companies- US Steel, 
Republic Steel- were trying to keep up with companies outside the 
USA. The foreign companies paid their workers less, and made 
money faster. So, some of our steel companies failed, which meant 
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thousands of people were, again, out of work. However, The General 
Motors Corporation (GM) built a plant that makes cars in 
Lordstown, and many people in Niles work there. In 1968, developer 
JJ Cafaro opened the Eastwood Mall, 
which now has over 75 stores and 
restaurants. Because of the opening 
of the Mall, several shops and stores 
closed in downtown Niles. 

  

 

 

Companies still open during this time were Alorica (once known 
RMI), GE, Niles Expanded Metals, and Dinesol Plastics. 

Many improvements for Niles citizens occurred during this time: 

          1.Central water/sewer lines for each home 
2. Meander Reservoir built and managed along with City of 
Youngstown- providing water for Niles 
3. Extra pipeline to Berlin Lake adds even more water for Niles 
4. State roads that run through town were widened and 
repaved (Robbins Ave., Main St., Vienna Ave.) 
5. Land donated for 2 parks (Waddell and Stevens) that provide 
baseball fields, soccer fields, concession field and a pool (at 
Waddell).  
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6. The construction of a new safety complex that included fire 
station, police station, and court rooms. 
7. The construction of a senior citizen center. 
8. The addition of several shopping centers (Great East Plaza, K-Mart 
complex, Boulevard Center).  

  
9. 1999- Construction of Cafaro Field, next to the Eastwood Mall, home to 

a semi-pro baseball team- the Mahoning Valley Scrappers, has brought 

much business to local shops and restaurants. Cafaro Field was later 

renamed to Eastwood Field in 2015 due to a relocation of a franchise that 

would later cease operations prior to its first game. 
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City of Niles Government 

The City is governed by a Mayor and a City Council. The City Council 
includes a President of Council, 4 Councilmen (who represent each 
of the city’s 4 wards), 3 Councilman-at-Large, and a City Treasurer. 
Each of these jobs are filled by people who are elected by the voters 
of Niles. The members of City Council decide what the citizens of 
Niles need, and then make or change laws to take care of those 
needs. Others who are also important in the governing of Niles are 
the City Auditor, Law Director, and a Judge.  

There are different departments in the City of Niles that provide 
service and/or protection for Niles’ citizens. Two who provide 
protection and service to the people of Niles and their property are 
the Police Department and Fire Department. There are also 
departments for Water Treatment, Street Department, Sewer 
Department, Parks Department, Light Department, and Taxation 
Departments.  

Niles also has its own Municipal Court, where people who have 
broken the law must appear before a judge. These offices are located 
in either the Safety Complex or the City Building. 
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Niles in the 21st Century 

 Many changes have taken place in the City of Niles since 2000. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOLS-  The taxpayers of Niles passed bond issues to help the State of 

Ohio pay for new schools for Niles students. In 2010, the schools were 

reorganized. In the fall of 2013, students in grades K-2 first attended 

Niles Primary School, built where Lincoln School once was. Students in 

grades 3-5 now attend Niles Intermediate School, built where Bonham 

School once stood. Both schools opened in August of 2013. Before that, 

students attended Jackson, Washington and Rhodes Ave. Schools. 

Jackson and Washington were torn down in 2013. The Rhodes Ave. 

School is now where the Board of Education for the Niles City Schools is 

located. Students in grades 6-8 attend Niles Middle School, which opened 

in 2003. Students in grades 9-12 go to Niles McKinley High School, which 

opened in April of 2013. There were 2 parochial schools in Niles for 
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those children who attended Our Lady of Mt. Carmel  and St. Stephen 

churches. St. Stephen School, the last one open, closed in May of 2013. 

HEALTH & SAFETY 

Niles has a beautiful place open to all who live here. The Niles Wellness 

Center opened in 2005. It is located in Waddell Park next to the pool. It 

has an indoor walking track, basketball courts, a gym, areas to practice 

tennis and baseball, a soccer field, and areas for 

dance/gymnastics/exercise/cheerleading classes. Many different events 

are held there, such as Relay for Life, Dog Shows and Gymnastic 

competitions. In 2012, a Bike Trail was opened in Niles. You can ride on 

the trail north to Geneva, or west to Canfield. It is located on State Street, 

by the train trestle and senior citizen apartment complex.  

NEW BUILDINGS 

Several new buildings have been built since 2010. A new senior citizen 

housing complex has been built on the site of the former Edison Junior 

High School. As a matter of fact, it is called Edison Place. It provides 

housing and activities for senior citizens in safe surroundings near 

downtown shops, churches, banks and restaurants. In 2014, a Marriott 

Hotel was built on the back end of the Eastwood Mall. J.J.Cafaro, whose 

family built and developed the Mall and Scrappers Stadium, is moving his 

company headquarters to Niles, and construction on a new building has 

started and finished in 2015. In 2014, a new race track/casino was 

opened in Austintown, and many more jobs were added for local 

residents.  
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BUSINESSES- 

There are many small shops, stores and restaurants that provide jobs for 

Niles citizens. There are several factories in Niles: RMI, Niles Expanded 

Metals, and Dinesol Plastics. The Eastwood Mall (that has 75 stores), 

Kohl’s, Burlington, Sam’s Club, Gabe’s, Big Lots, Home Depot and Best Buy 

are some of the larger stores in Niles. Pharmacies such as Walgreen’s, 

CVS, Rite-Aid and Troutman’s provide places where people may get 

medicines and prescriptions filled. Grocery stores in town include Giant 

Eagle, Sparkle, Marc’s, Save-a-Lot and Aldi’s. There are many restaurants 

along SR 422 that provide places for families to eat. New restaurants that 

opened in 2013-2014 include the Texas Roadhouse, (in front of Kohl’s) 

5 Guys Hamburgers, and Georgio’s Italian Restaurant on SR 422. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

Architecture is a word that means the style in which buildings are 

designed. As Niles is an older community, we have a mixture of old and 

new homes and buildings. Many of the older homes are of the Victorian 

style: there are round rooms, called towers, and big arches on the front 

porches. There may be long, tall windows, and porches that ‘wrap 

around’ the house. Colonial style homes, where there is a front door in 

the middle, and a long hall that goes from the front of the house to the 
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back, with rooms on both sides, are also popular. Many of the older 

homes and buildings were first made of brick and stone, but those 

became expensive and hard to get.  As time passed, builders used more 

wood, which was cheaper and easier to find. Some examples of older 

buildings in Niles are the McKinley Memorial, US Post Office, St. Stephen’s 

Church, Farmer’s National Bank and the Ward-Thomas House. The 

McKinley Home on Main St. is a model of what we think President 

McKinley’s home may have looked like when he lived there. 

RECREATION 

There are many places in Niles to relax and have fun. Two parks- Stevens 

and Waddell- have ball fields, playground equipment, and concession 

stands. Waddell also has the Wellness Center, a pool (which was closed 

in 2014 due to needed repairs in the bathhouses), and a small Scout 

cabin. Stevens has tennis courts, walking trails through the woods, and a 

larger Scout cabin. There are movie theaters at the Boulevard Centre 

behind the Mall, and at Great East Plaza. There are several video stores in 

Niles where movies and games may be rented. The Mahoning Valley 

Scrappers, an affiliate of the Cleveland Indians, play at Cafaro Field, 

slightly behind the Mall. People can watch live plays performed at 

Trumbull New Theater (TNT) on US route 422. There are many 
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restaurants along 422 for families to eat. 

 

FAMOUS PEOPLE in NILES  

Joseph Butler- Joseph worked at the age of 14 for James Ward in one of 

his first plants. By the age of 21, he had become general office manager 

for all of the Ward plants. Known for his generosity and friendship, 

Joseph Butler was a life long friend of William McKinley. A story says that 

he saved McKinley’s life when the two were swimming in the Mahoning 

River as children. A bust of Joseph Butler can be found in the McKinley 

Library. He worked very hard to have a memorial built for his friend, 

William McKinley, after the President died. 

Harry M. Stevens- Harry Stevens was born in London, England, on July 

14, 1855. When his family moved to the United States, they came to 

Niles. His house was located at the corner of Crandon Ave. and Robbins 

Ave. Harry is known for inventing the baseball scorecard (a way to keep 

track of the score by using marks for hits, strikes, and balls). But he was 

best known for inventing the ‘hot dog’. He wanted to think of a way to 

sell frankfurters so people could eat 

them warm while sitting in the stands. 

He came up with the idea of putting the 

cooked frankfurters in a bun and called 

them ‘red hots’. The Stevens Family still 

runs a business called the Stevens 

Concession Co. The family donated 

several acres of land to the city, now 

known as Stevens Park. A small 

memorial stands near the entrance to the 

park. 
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The Bentley Family 

The Bentley family included Anson- the father, and his two sons: A.J., and 

Frank. They opened the first bank in Niles called the Wick Bentley and 

Company. They also started a plant called the Ohio Galvanizing and 

Manufacturing Company. We think that Bentley Ave. in Niles is probably 

named after them.  

Jacob D. Waddell 

Jacob Waddell was born in Trumbull County in 1870. He married Mary 

Ann Clingan in 1918. He owned Mahoning Valley Steel Company, and also 

bought the Empire Mill. Jacob was also the President of the Niles Bank Co. 

Mr. and Mrs. Waddell gave the property now known as Waddell Park to 

the City of Niles. 

John Wilder 

John Wilder was born in Connecticut in 1880. As an adult, he had a 

business in Pennsylvania, but decided to move it to Niles. His factory 

gave many men in Niles jobs. Mr. Wilder was an active resident. He 

organized families on the South Side (near Niles Middle School) to get 

the S. Main St. Viaduct built. He worked very hard to have our city parks 

grow and develop. He is known as the ‘Father of the City Parks.’ Wilder 

Field at Waddell Park is named for him. 

Herb and Russell Stein 

Herb and Russ Stein were the first two Red 

Dragon football players to go on to play 

football in college. They played in Niles from 

1914-1915. In college, they were chosen to 

be All-Americans. Herb attended University 

of Pittsburgh, and Russ played at 

Washington-Jefferson College. 
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Robert ‘Bo’ Rein 

Bo Rein graduated from Niles McKinley High School in 1963. He 
played football, basketball and baseball while in Niles. He went on to 
play both football and baseball at The Ohio State University. Bo was 
not a big man, but he was very determined and would not give up. 
He helped the baseball team win the College World Series in 1966 at 
OSU. He later was signed to play for both the Cleveland Indians and 
the Baltimore Colts. An injury forced him out of baseball. He then 
became a college football coach. Bo’s enthusiasm and never-give-up 
attitude made him a popular and successful college coach. He 
coached at Ohio State, Arkansas, William and Mary, NC State, and 
was hired by LSU at the time of his death. At the age of 34, Bo was 
the youngest man to coach a major university’s football program. Bo 
died in a mysterious airplane crash in 1980. The football stadium at 
Niles McKinley High School was renamed Bo Rein Stadium in his 
honor shortly afterwards. Both Ohio State and NC State give awards 
every year to football players who show a great attitude and are an 
inspiration to other players. There is also a scholarship given every 
year in Niles by Rein’s family to a senior athlete who had Bo’s 
enthusiasm and desire to do well, and who played all 3 sports. 
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IMPORTANT EVENTS in NILES  

The Big Fire 

In March of 1962, the Hoffman Department Store caught fire. It was 
located on the property between Stone Yard Grille and Farmer’s 
National Bank. On one side of Hoffman’s was Ragazzo’s (a men’s 
clothing store) and Pritchards Clothing Store.  The fire and smoke 
damage was so severe that all three buildings had to be torn down. 
Unfortunately, one person died in that fire. 

The Big Tornado 

Tornadoes have hit the city of Niles three times: 1).May 22, 1937, (a 
great deal of damage, but no one died) 2). June 7, 1947, (very little 
damage; it hit on the outer parts of Niles), and 3). May 31, 1985- the 
most serious and damaging. Nine people died in this tornado, and 
over 250 people were hurt. Over 300 homes were damaged or 
destroyed. The tornado was very strong: it lifted two 75,000 gallon 
propane storage tanks off their stands and smashed them across 
Warren Ave out past RMI. It hit Lincoln and Bonham schools, and 
completely destroyed the Convenient Food Mart on Vienna Ave (it 
has been rebuilt). The tornado did make Niles realize that it needed 
a tornado alarm system. During the summer, the alarms go off at 
noon every Saturday for testing purposes. 
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The Big Flood 

In spring of 1913, a huge flood covered a large part of the entire state of 

Ohio. In Niles, on Easter Sunday, March 23, it began to rain. Three days 

later, it was still raining, and most of the south side was under water. 

Parts of the east side and west side were also flooded. Since then, dams 

have been built along different parts of the Mahoning River to prevent 

the loss of life and property that happened in 1913.   

  

The Big Snow 

In 1950, the day after Thanksgiving, Niles was hit with the biggest 

blizzard ever. In the course of three days, 39 inches of snow fell in Niles. 

Drifts- snow that has been blown into high piles- were as high as 6 feet 

(taller than your teacher!). People worked together to help shovel each 

other out of their driveways. Children had the most fun while sledding, 

building snow forts, and playing ‘King of the Hill’. Nowadays, they will be 

happy with a few snow days.   
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The Bell from the Old Central School 

If you have ever wondered what an old school bell looks like, just go 
to the front of Niles McKinley High School. The Senior Class of 1959 
found it, had it repaired and mounted on a stand, and donated it to 
the high school. The bell came from the Old Central School, the first 
three story brick schoolhouse built in Niles in 1871. When the 
former high school was to be torn down, the bell was saved. It was 
again cleaned up and placed in front of the current high school. 

 

The William McKinley Statue 

In front of Niles McKinley High School stands a bronze statue of 
President William McKinley. A good friend of his, James E. Duke, had 
the statue made in his honor in Italy in 1904. It stayed on the 
grounds of Duke’s home in New Jersey until he died in 1960. His 
daughter then offered it to Niles. She paid for the statue to be taken 
apart and delivered. All the people of Niles needed to do was pay for 
it to be picked up and put back together. Because there was no 
money at that time, the statue stayed on the grounds of Penn Station 
until 1962.; that is when it arrived in Niles. The statue of McKinley is 
very impressive. It may not look big from the street, but up close, it 
stands 7 feet tall, and weighs over 25 tons (including the stand). 
When the old high school was to be demolished in 2011, the statue 
was again cleaned. It was unveiled at the dedication of the current 
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high school in September of 2013. It looks as if President McKinley 
is looking at the river where he played as a child.  

 

The Red Dragons  

Niles’ mascot has been the Red Dragons for over 100 years. There 
are several different ‘Dragon Tales’ of how they came to be called 
that. Here are four of them: 

 1).  At a bonfire, students dressed in red were going through the 
crowd in a snake-like style. A reporter from Niles said they 
looked like a ‘long, red dragon’;  

2). A basketball coach, Ken Weber, was unhappy with his team's’ 
poor performance at practice. He told them to quit dragging 
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their feet, and start running fast, up and down the court, like 
dragons. The fans liked the name and continued to use it; 

3). In the early 1900’s, the high school had a yearbook called the 
Hi-Crier. In the late 1920’s, the Great Depression forced the 
book’s publication to be cancelled for a few years. When it was 
again published, its new name was ‘The Dragon’;  

4). Many of the people who first settled on the South Side of Niles 
(the oldest part of Niles) came from the country of Wales and 
are called Welsh. For Welsh people, a red dragon means good 
luck, and is often seen on Welsh flags. So the Welsh citizens in 
Niles chose the symbol for the school’s mascot.  

 

 

 

 

Whichever ‘tale’ you choose to believe, always be proud to 
remember where you are from, and that Niles is the home of the Red 
Dragons. There is a popular saying in Niles: 
 
‘Once a Dragon--- Always a Dragon’  ----- Gooooooooooo Dragons!! 
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Name ________________________  Niles Quick Quiz #1 
pp. 1-6 

1. Sequence these events in order. 
 _____ Boil the water 
 _____ Settlers came in canoes to collect water 
 _____ Settlers would use the water to preserve their meat 
 _____ Once the water was gone, only salt was left 
 
2.  Cause: _____________________________________ 
    Effect: A fight occurred to try to settle the disagreement. 
 
3. Who purchased the Salt Springs property? (RQ)  
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
 
4. Use supporting details to complete the web.

 



5. What state bought a part of northeast Ohio? (RQ)  
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
 
6. Why did the leaders purchase part of northeast Ohio? (RQ) 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
 
7. In what year was Trumbull County founded? (RQ) 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
 
8. Who purchased the Western Reserve in 1805? (RQ) 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
 
9. What area was Maria Furnace located? (RQ) _____________ 
______________________________________________ 
 
10. Read the sentence below.  
He drew a map for the community, dividing it into 54 pieces of land, 
called ‘lots’.’ 
Using context clues, define lots.  
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
 
11. Mr. Heaton admired a man from Baltimore, Maryland. In his 
honor, what did he name the new settlement? (RQ)  
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
 
12. What did the U.S. Post Office shorten Nilestown to? (RQ) 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 



13. List important ‘firsts’ that took place while James Heaton was a 
city leader. Include the year each took place. 
 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
 
14. 
Cause: More men were hired to work in the plants moving more 
families into Niles.  
Effect: _________________________________________ 
 
15. Besides Milltown, what other businesses were successful at that 
time? (RQ) ______________________________________ 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
 
16.  Why was Firebrick important to use? (RQ) ______________ 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
 
17. The change of businesses also changed the number of people 
living in Niles. Complete the population with it’s matching year. 

1870- __________________ 
1890- __________________ 
1900- __________________ 

 
18. In what year did Niles become a village? (RQ) _____________ 
______________________________________________ 
 
19. Who becomes the first elected Mayor of Niles? (RQ) ________ 
______________________________________________ 



Name _________________________  Niles Quick Quiz #2 
  pp. 8-18 

 
1. In what year was the first school built? (RQ) ______________ 
______________________________________________ 
 
2. Using DETAILS, draw The Little White School.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  What four subjects did the students learn at that time? (RQ)  
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
 
4.  Cause: Books were expensive. 
    Effect: _______________________________________ 
 
5. What did the students use to show most of the school work? 
(RQ) ___________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
 
6. Cause: ________________________________________ 
   Effect: Children would go home for lunch or bring lunches to   
             school.  



7. Why did teachers have to live with students’ families? (RQ)  
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
 
8. Why was William McKinley transferred to Poland Schools? (RQ) 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
 
9. Name the two businessmen that kept Niles men working in 
plants every day? (RQ) ______________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
 
10. What was the population of Niles as of 1930? (RQ) _________ 
______________________________________________ 
 
11.  After the 1970s, many large steel companies began to fail. Use 
evidence from the text to explain why this was happening. ______ 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
 
12. Who opened the Eastwood Mall and in what year did it open? 
(RQ) ___________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
 
13. Name the two parks that were created once land was donated 
to Niles? (RQ) ____________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
 
14. In what year did Carafo Field, home of the Mahoning Valley 
Scrappers, begin? (RQ) ______________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
 
15. How are Niles local government jobs filled? (RQ) ___________ 
______________________________________________ 



16. What does the City Council in charge of? (RQ) ____________ 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
 
17. Where is the Municipal Courthouse located? (RQ) __________ 
______________________________________________ 
 
18. Fill in the events correctly. 
 
2003   

  Niles Primary and Niles Intermediate School open. 

April 2013   

May 2013  St. Stephens Parochial School closes 
 
19. What does Ralph A. Infante Wellness Center include? (RQ) ___ 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
 
20. What THREE events did Ralph A. Infante Wellness Center hold? 
(RQ) ___________________________________________ 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
21. Provide an example for each type of business in Niles. 
 

Factories   

Large shopping stores   

Pharmacies   

Grocery stores   

Restaurants   



 22. List TWO examples of older buildings located in Niles.  
____________________________ 
____________________________ 
 
23. Pretend your best friend lives in another state and is coming to 
visit you in Niles. Write your friend a letter and describe the 
recreational activities that you and your friend can enjoy during 
his/her stay. Explain to him/her why you chose the activities that 
you did.  
Dear _________________, 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Sincerely,  
___________________ 
 



Name ________________________  Niles Quick Quiz #3 
pp. 19-21 

 
Fill in the name of each famous person in Niles correctly identifying 
their successes. Please use your packet and spell names 
CORRECTLY! 
 
__________________ is best known for inventing the hot dog.. 
 
__________________ was the President of the Niles Bank, Co.  
 
__________________ opened the first bank called Wick 
Bentley and Company. 
 
__________________ was the general office manager for all 
of James Wards’ plants.  
 
__________________ is known for inventing the baseball 
scorecard.  
 
__________________ started a plant called the Ohio 
Galvanizing and Manufacturing Company.  
 
__________________ were the first Red Dragon football 
players to play in college. 
 
__________________ is remembered by naming the Niles 
McKinley High School football stadium after him.  
 
__________________ is known as the Father of the City Parks. 
 
__________________ owned the Mahoning Valley Steel 
Company. 
 



Name ______________________  Niles Quick Quiz #4 
             pp. 21-25 

 
1. What store caught fire in March of 1962? (RQ) ____________ 
______________________________________________ 
 
2. How damaging was this fire? (RQ) _____________________ 
______________________________________________ 
Copy the sentence from the text that provides evidence to your 
answer. ________________________________________ 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
 
3. How many tornadoes has hit Niles over the years? (RQ) ______ 
______________________________________________ 
 
4. Because of the damage and injuries from the May 1985 tornado, 
what did Niles realize was needed for safety purposes? (RQ) ____ 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
 
5. When did the big flood occur in Niles? (RQ) _______________ 
______________________________________________ 
 
6. In the course of 3 days, Niles experienced the biggest blizzard hit 
starting on Thanksgiving. How much snow fell in that time period? 
(RQ) ___________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
 
7 Where is the bell, from the old Central School, located at the new 
Niles McKinley High School? (RQ) _______________________ 
______________________________________________ 
 



8. Give a detailed description of the William McKinley statue.(RQ) 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
 
9. What is the mascot for Niles City Schools that has been used for 
over 100 years? (RQ) ________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
 
10. There were 4 “Dragon Tales” as to how we adopted the mascot 
into our district. Out of the four, decide which one you believe is the 
true version and explain why you feel the way you do. 
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 
 
11. “___________ a Dragon, _____________ a Dragon!” 
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